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In tlie extreme eastern part of France, tran- 
quilly reposing almost inidway Iietneen the 
niouiitaiiious L-osges and tlie Black I;ol-est and 
hugg-ing the rapidly flowing Rhine with seem- 
iiigly jealous fervor, is tlie city of Straslmurg. 
Appareiitly pretlcstiiietl to the costly glories as 
well as the adversities and vicissitudes of mili- 
tary ortlei-, this city has veritalAy lived up to 
its traditional origin. On this ~ e r y  soil Drusus, 
fifteen liuiitlred years before the Iiirth of 
Christ. estal)lishetl a fortified post in the name 
of the Komaii peolile, with the object o f  stem- 
ii!iiig tlie increasing hostile raids of thc savage 
aid iiicursive ?Ilains, Vandals. aiitl Sarmades 
who inhabitetl tlie land heyond the Khine. Rut 
ckspitc the fact that it lias been the center of the 
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ai-em in wliicli gi-im-visaged war has played 
inany a leading role, it has progressively de- 
veloped into oiie of tlie most active commercial, 
intlustrial. artistic, ant1 educational centers of 
Europe. Because of its unique geographical posi- 
tion, i. e.. at the borders of two rival civilizations, 
williiig.ly or not, it has always been enriched by 
tlie acculturation of oiie or  the other of the 
two great nations with which it has been al- 
ternately united ; and it is this extraordinary but 
harmonious commingling of the rich Teutonic 
and Celtic qualities that g-ives Alsace and its 
great center Strasbourg its chat-acteristic and 
unique beauty. F a r  famed as the originator of 
sauerkraut, reiiowied for its inimitahlc p2tC de 
foie gras. and celebrated for tlie tiiagiiificent 
beauty and stately Gothic purity of its itiipos- 
ii:g cathedral, this great center lias iiideetl a 
rightful and deserving place among tlie first 
cities of the world. 

But of all of its proud possessions tliere is 
none it corilcl display with more pardonable 
pride than its great University. for here mod- 
estly resides one of the world’s most advanced 
centers of  education. And no part of this Uiii- 
versity is iiiore progressive or lias a no1)ler in- 
heritance than the iiiedical school. Constructed 
on the same grounds and as an iiiteg-1-al pai-t of 
“Hospices Civil.” consisting of over fifty 
buildings. covering over seventy acres of 
ground.  possessing its owi  electric power, 
water, antl Iieating system, it is iiidecd a little 
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city \vithiii itself forii1ii:g one of the \vorlcl’s 
l;!rgest iiiedical centers. 

So old is this Iiospital and so v a p e  are the 
earl!- recortls that its origin is lost in antiquity. 
Ho\:-ever, it iiiay lie said with some degree of 
autlienticity that it \vas foutidrtl almit the 
v ta r  0.57 -4. L)., 111-0baI)1y 11y the DLIC d’Lllsace 
-Ittic or Ettichoii, the father of Saint Odile, 
and \vas atlministered 1)y tlic I)isliops until tlie 
vcar 126.3. ;\t tliis tinie the  atliiiiiiistration of 
ilie Iiospital \vas givcn to the city Iiy 13isliop 
Heiiri (le C;&roltlsack. antl f i f ty  years later the 
hospital \vas transferred outside the city Imuud- 
ai-y to its pi-esent site. In 1716 it was almost 
coiiipletely destroyed I)y fil-c. only the chapel of 
Saint Ewi-tl escaping, \vliich, incitlciitally. dates 
1)ack to the fifteenth century and I-emains yet 
a iiioiiumental comnieii:oration of the atlmiral~le 
courage and umvaveriiig deterniination of  these 
early workers. 

With its reconstruction came a new epoch in 
tlie atlvancemeiit of the iiicdical school which 
1,ccame better organizctl. more f irmly estali- 
Iished. and began its rapid strides of progress 
and devclolmeiit. The chairs of patliolvgy, 
aiiatomy amd surgery wcrc tlefinitely as- 
signed, ant1 liere \vas fomicletl in  1731 the first 
school of mitlcvifcry in tlie world. I ~ i - o n i  tliis 
time until 1870 it continued to advance rapidly 
ar;d floririsli uiitlcr the ever pi-oductive in flu- 
elice of the French school. During the Gei-tiian 
epo-11 from 1870 to 1918, the great zeal and 
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f everisli activity that was displayed in enlarg- 
ing and en haiic i ng the hospital antl ti iii ve t-s i t y 
has resulted in making it one of tlie largest 
niedical centers of the world today. To  attempt 
a further detailed historical aiid descriptive dis- 
cussion of the hospital aiitl university would be 
inopportune as wcll as inexpedient. As our in- 
t ues t  is adiiiittedly confined. we may risk be- 
ing invidious aiid limit the description to one 
o i  tlie most conspicuously advanced arid scien- 
tifically progressive departments, namely, the 
“Cliniclue Chirurg-icale A”. I t  may lie paren- 
theticall!. stated that the surgical department 
coiisists of two divisions : “Cliiiique Cliirurgi- 
cale A” and “Cliiiique Chirurgical B.” but we 
are solely concerned with the former. 

The present edifice of “Cliiiique Chirurgi- 
cale A” was completed in 1881 ant1 contains 
205 beds. Constructed in simple style with 
lx-ge spacious hallways and vast airy wards, it 
possesses two operating pavilions, one of which 
is provided \\-it11 a huge amphitheater ; modern- 
ly equililxd lalioratories of surgical pathology 
and esperiniental surgery, its o\vn tlepartnieiit 
of radiolog-y. ai1 out-patient clinic, a urologic 
department. aiid a separate builtling devoted to 
septic cases. 

However. our interest in this clinic is 
:<i-oused not by its model-ii facilities or its 
simple style of construction, hut by tlie iiiaii who 
r!iodcstly works and presides as its director. 
Celc1)ratctl throughout the surgical n.o~ltl for 

his prolific and fructiferous activities, his un- 
ceasing originality of thought, liis nttnierous 
perspicuous disquisitions, and his perennial cx- 
positions on the surgery of the sympathetic 
i ier\~o~is system, Professor RenC Leriche has 
made this clinic a cynosure for students from 
all corners of the world. 

I’,IOGRAPHICAL SIiETCII O F  LECICIIIC 

Ili order to appreciate more fully tlic quality 
of liis work it is necessary to lwow aiitl appreci- 
ate tlie pcrsonality of this really great niaii, and 
to do this it ~vould not be inappropriate to give a 
brief biographical resunii.. Born on Octolicr 12, 
!S79. at 1:oaiine. Francc, he completed his early 
medical training at  the University of Lyoii atid 
immediately liecamc tlie student of Jaboulay, 
who was early attracted by tlie unusual ability 
of this young- iiitcriie. However, Jaboulay’s 
~mtimely and tragic death occurred soon after- 
ivards and he tlieii became tlie student and later 
the  collaborator of that master surg-eon. Aiitoiiin 
I’oiicet, until tlie latter’s death in 1913. I t  was 
under such careful training aiid iii such a bril- 
liant eiivironmcnt that tlie firm foundation for 
li!h later tlevelolimeiit antl success \vas laid. A t  
the  termiiiation of his iiiternesl1ip in 1906 he 
I)r-e.witetl liis thesis : “The Resection of tlie 
Stc,mach for C’aticcr”, \vliich remains yct a 
classic, ant1 i i i  1910 hc liecame Professor 
.-lgrege. lhtriiig the late l\7:ir lie tlcvotcd his 
eiitii-e time t o  niilitary surgei-J- and as a result 
( j i  liis sclf-sacrificing and distinguished serv- 
ice.;, 1)otli the Frcncli aiid Tklgi:iii Governments 

I ,  
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l-c~towctl  on Ii ini  one of tlieii- highest honors. 
, \ f te r  the 12‘orltl \\ ai- he returned to Lqoii ant1 
1 tiiiaiiied there until 1924, ulieii he was called 
t c  Strasliourg to occupy the chair of surgery, 
which had recently been left vacant hy the 1111- 

timely death of Sencert. and on wliicli liatl 
J ) I  eviously sat S U C h  illustrious f igtirez as Flaiii- 
ant, Cailliot, Begin, Setlillot, Madelung, aiid 
I<occkel. 

Since his establisliment here lie lias cow 
tinuetl t o  add many acliievemeiits to liis iiuiiier- 
om iniiovations aiid advances that are so char- 
acteristic of his surgical enterprise, veritalilq- 
conforiiiing to the  exordia1 reniarks of his i l l -  

augm-a1 address iii which lie stated : “Lro~is ne 
iiic connaissez pas. J‘avais hesoin de preiitlre 
contact avec VOLE autremeiit qu’en paroles. J’ai 
j:ri.fi.-C qtie votis me jugiez d’abord a u s  artes.” 

No Ijetter insig-lit can I)c oljtainetl to liis sterl- 
ing qualities. his iiiiiate character, antl his itleal- 
i,tic attitude. than to quote him ag-ain iron1 this 
smie  eloquent address : “Le pi-ofesseur (le 
cliiiiqiie chirurg-icale a uiic ti-iple t a c k  ri reiiiplii-. 
II tloit soigncr de soli iiiieux les iiia1;~Ies qui lui 
soiit con fibs : i l  doit apimm(lrc aur  ktutliaiits 
tout ce qLie petit leur <>ti-e utile ( h i s  leur Tic 
Imrfessioniielle future : il tloit eiifiii t i d i e r  tie 
f.  ‘ I I I  ’ .  r progresser la chirurgic. I*’avenii- iiie per- 
mrttra. je l’eslki-e. de ~ o u s  le moiitrer.” . \ n t l  
ht. has intleetl. for he has achieved tlicse three 
itlcalistic tasks in his (nvn  cliai-nctei-isticnll!- 
modest Irut uiitleniahly successful iiiaiincr, 

The  generous personality of Professor Re116 
]xi-iche is clearly revealed by his nol~le ant1 im- 
Imsiiig Ileethoveniaii countenance. The hig-h fore- 
head, the clear blue, kind, but penetrating eyes, 
and tlie strong, determined chin vividly portray 
and reflect his keen sense of humor, his e f -  
fervescing vivacity, his heneficeiit cordiality, 
his contag-ious enthusiasm. and his iiidomitahle 
rtsoluteness. The  reassuring coiif ideiice and 
the uiiderstantling sympathy expressetl at  the 
patient’s bedside is only coiiiiiieiistirate with 
his unlimited tolei-awe and patient considera- 
tion towards his students. The spirit of cam- 
a:-aderie among his assistants, residents, aiid in- 
ternes, the pi-evading atmosphere of enthusiasm 
iii his clinic, antl the worshipful atlmiration of 
liis patients vi\-itlly exemplify the cliariiiiiig per- 
sonality and the atliiiira1)le characteristics of this 
great iiiaii. 

Jt is iii his clinical lectui-cs that he impres- 
sively tlemoiistrates his iiicompai-al)le allility as 
a masterful teacher. .Uthough capable of beau- 
tiful oratorical cloqueiice. Ixfore his stiitlcnts 
lit sl~eaks in a concise and transpicuous iii;iiiiier 
l?crmoiiiotisly 1)leiitling scientific simplicity with 
~)leasiiig rhetoric. \I:itli explicit clarity lie 
liicidly correlates the tiiitlerl\-iiig pathologic 
pliysiology with the iiiorc obvious cliiiical iiiaii- 
ifestatioiis. iiitleli1)ly iiiiprcssiiig in the minds o f  
liis stutlents these essential antl fuiitlaiiiental 
$111-g-ical priiiciples. 

111 tlie opei-ating theater whicli is fiiiis!ie(l ii i  
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an agrecahle enseni1,le of pale hlue. one is 
sti-ikingly inipressed by the sheer simplicity as 
well as the technical perfection of the delicate 
elm-ative manipulations of this master surgeon. 
Although a better demonstration of more dex- 
terous or less injurious dissection on the living 
subject would I K  difficult to conceive. he more 
forcibly stresses the pi-imary essentials of 
niodern surgery, that the present day surgeon 
inust no  longer he content with being a mere 
technician. H e  must attempt to correct tlie coli. 
sequent manifestations of the patient's dis- 
orders by first a thorough study ant1 a coni- 
preheiisive correlation of the uiiderlying patho- 
logic anatomy with physiologic function. ;Ind 
this statement so aptly illustrates the thorough 
manner in which each patient in  his clinic is 
carefully studied in an attempt to discover the 
relative importance of the basic physiologic antl 
pathologic processes. antl thus ascertain the Iiest 
corrective measures. 

The philosophic dissertations, the esperinient- 
al contriliutions, antl tlie surgical expositions 
aiid nionographs of Professor 1.eriche are tO(J 

nmiei-ous to list, and cover an astonisliing-ly 
wide range of surgical endeavor. 111 all his 
lvork t!iere is one outstanding- characteristic 
v-liicli portrays the ideal and trend of niotlern 
sui-g-ery-the continuous search for a iiicri-e 
mtiocinative coinprehension of the 1hysiologic 
tlisortlers consecluent to  tlie more apparent 
aiiatc:niico-patliologi- processes. 

Ixriclie's earlier pi1)lications were cliie El!. 

coiicernetl \vith a1)doniinal surgery, especially that 
uf the stoniach. His keeii aiialytical and ex- 
perimental work has atltled consit1eral)ly to- 
ivards a more rational conception ant1 a lxtter 
therapeutic attack of peptic ulceration. In col- 
1;iI)oration with his former chief, tlntoniii Pon- 
cet, he pul)lishetl a niastei-ful tlissert a t '  1011 on 
surgical tu1)erculosis. His inva1ual)le contriliu- 

ular diseases antl surgery o i  the 
sympathetic nervous system have inatlc his 
mnie  inseparalily linked with this I)raiich of 
~ui-gical entleavor. -1s early as 1013 lie directetl 
the attention of surgeons throughout the world 
to the operative 1)rocedui-e of periarterial syni- 
1)athectomy as a nieans of iniproviiig- the circu- 
lation. of a linil) in the treatment of ce:-tain con- 
ditions consequent to vascular iiisuf f iciency. :Is 
the procedure \vas found also to relieve pain, 
it \vas qnickly antl widely adopted hefore a more 
rational understanding of the undei-lyilig physio- 
logic principles was tleveloped. Katurally the 
i-r.sults have lm~i most varied and confusing 
and Professor Lericlie himself. xri t ing iii  the 
Septemlier issue (1928) of the Annals of Surg- 
ery. succinctly ant1 truthfully expressed the 
present status : "The surgery o i  tlic s)mpa- 
thetic s!.stem meets two kinds of diffic~ilties- 
those which spi-ing f i-oiii oiir physiologic ignor- 
ance. those nhich spring from our Iiathologic 
ignorance. O n  onc side we do not know the 
exact significance of the I)ranches we cut. on 
the other side \?IC are ignorant, as a rule. of 
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the cause a11t1 tlie exact niccliaiii..;m of the tli- 
seases we \vis11 t o  cure.” 

Kot Ioiig after the late T\’ar, !lis coiistaiitly 
1)i-oliiiig scientific interests \vel-e directed toward 
the 1iisto-l)iologic develol~ii~ent of tlie osseous 
sti-uctures. ivhich resulted in a newer conception 
o t  ossification. I n  collalmration Ivitli Policard he 
pi-esciitetl thcse more advanced ideas in a c o n -  
peiitlious antl illutiiinatiiig monogra~~li ,  “La 
1:hysiologie de  1’0s mi-mal et pathologique”. 
Lvliicli shed coiisitlerable light 011 this tlif ficult 
piwljleiii, antl opened new sources of possi1)ili- 
ties in its tliei-alxutic applicati&n. 

Hc. ha5 recently I)ecome inteiisely intcrcstetl 
in studies of tlie eii(locrine glands. pal-ticularly 
the atli-emls and the pi-athyroitls. with special 
I-eference to their sui-g$xil consit1er;ition. His 
studious ant1 I)ci-spicacious clinical and cxperi- 
iiieiital investigations haw already made him 
one of the foremost authoritics in  this newer 
iieltl of surgical iiicl~1i1-y. 

r. 1 he nxxl&wide al)l)i-eciatioii Oi the untiring 
ii1dusti-J , the unceasing- cf forts, an(1 the ever- 
~ii-odiictiw activities of Professor Rei16 Lerichc 
are reatlily evinced by the iiiuiieroLis a i d  de- 
serving hoiiors which have 1)een conferi-ed up- 
on h in i .  I Z e s l ~ ~ t e d  fly his colleagiies. atlmiretl 
Iiy his associates, worshippctl hy his patients, 
lic will always remain in the hearts of those 
\:.ho Imo\v him I m t ,  his surgical devotees. as a 
tolerant teacher and a kind and inspiring master. 

And when the 1)ages o f  this c1ial:tci- of medical 
history have 1)eeii coml)letctl, his iianre wil! all- 
pear conspicuously anioiig those tvlio h \ - e  done 
most towards advancing iiiodern slii-gical 111-0- 
gress. 


